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HESE Words are quite of 

our Bleſſed Saviour, and I 

have made choice of them 

at this time, as being very 

proper both for this ſolemn Seaſon, 
In which we Commemorate the great 
Bleſſing of his coming, into the World, 
and for the Buſineſs which is the Oc- 

caſion of our preſent meeting toge- 
ther. Our buſineſs is a buſineſs of do- 

ing Good, one of the 

we can do in our Stations to our 

Church and Nation, and certainly we 


cannot defire a better Example than 
A 2 that 
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greateſt Goods 


(4) 
that of our Bleſſed Saviour either to 
incite Or incourage, or to direct ug in 
it. 

I ſhall therefore in my oreſent Diſ- 
courſe, Firſt, take notice of this Great 
Example, and then proceed to other 
matters proper for our Preſent conſide- 
ration. 


1. We may obſerve that our Bleſ- 
ſed Saviour has by his coming into 
the World, and taking upon him our 
Nature in order to our Redemption 
and Salvation, given us the greateſt 
Example of Love, and the Nobleſt 
Pattern of doing Good, that can be 
propoſed to us. This is not indeed 
what is peculiarly meant in the Words 
of my Text, That referring only to 
the Courſe of his Life and Actions 
while he Lived here in the World, of 
which I ſhall, ſpeak preſently; But 
the greateſt act of Beneficence and 
Kindneſs that ever he ſhewed was in 
undertaking the great Work of our 

Redemption. 


ts) 


Redemption. He went about. doing 
Good while he lived in the World, 
but the  Beriefits of thoſe particular 
Actions were in a great meaſure. con- 
fined to thoſe particular Perſons with 
whom he converſed; but the bufineſs 
for which he came "into the World 
was intended for a Bleſſing to Man- 
kind, and to every Man 11 Woman 
in the World, that will but receive 
his gracious Offers of Mercy. And if 
we may Lawfully compare the Acts of 
God and prefer one before another: 
there ſeems to be more Goodneſs, at 
eaſt more ſenſible Goodneſs and Kind- 
neſs in the Redemption, than in the 
firſt Creation of the World. When 
God Created the World he ſeems to 
have had no other Motive but his own 
Goodneſs, that he might communi- 
cate Being, and ſome degrees of Hap- 
pineſs to ſuch # number of Creatures; 
but ſtill this was a Work of Majeſty, 
and befitting the greatneſs of an Om- 
= Being. But in the Work of 
our 
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n 1 
our Redemption the Caſe was other- 
wiſe, Here was Infinite Goodneſs, and 
Infinite Cordeſcenſror joyned together; 
tho the Deity cannot properly ſuffer, 
et the Majeſty of the Son of God 
eems for ſome time to have been veil- 
ed and covered ; The Scripture tells 
us, that he Hymbled himſelf; That be- 
ing in the form of God he took upon him 
the form of a Servant, and humbled hint- 


ſelf, and became Obetlient unto Death, 


even the Death of the Croſs. 


This certainly was the greateſt Con- 
deſcenſion as well as Mercy and Pity 
that ever was ſhewn, that the Eter- 
nal Son of God ſhould in Order to re- 


cover us, take upon him our Mortal 


Nature; and that in the meaneſt Cir- 
cumſtances and outward appearance 
of it, and in that Nature ſuffer the 
Contradiction of Sinners, and at laft 
undergo a Cruel and Ignominious 
Death. I ſhall make no other Reflecti- 
on upon this but in the Words of the 
| Ahpoſtle 


os a 
Apoſtle upon this Occaſion, Phil. 5, 
= Look not Man on his own 
things, but every Man alſo om the things 
of others; let this mind be in you which 
was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus. ag” 


2. The next thing to be conſidered 
in the Example of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
is the Courſe of Life he was pleaſed 
to make choice of when he appeared 
in the World. He did not fo much 
conſider what way he was like to bring 
moſt Eſteem and Reputation to himſelt, 

as what way he was moſt likely to do 
Good to others; and therefore did not 
chooſe a Life of great Corporal Au- 
ſterities, of rigid Faſtmgs and Mortiſi- 
cation, and of Retirement from the 
World, and all the Thoughts and Con- 
verſation of it, which things are apt 
to raiſe a great admiration in the Minds 
of Men; but he choſe rather to con- 
verſe familiarly and eaſily with. all 
forts of People in Order to do them 
Good, and to that end he mixed ſome- 
times 
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times even with their Feaſts and En. 
tertainments. He was Meek, and Af- 
fable; and Courteous, and Communi- 
cative; and indeavoured that Way to 
bring Sinners to Repentance. He had 
great Pity and Commiſeration for the 
Infirmities and Afflictions Men laboured 
under, and therefore made even his 
Miracles Subſervient to their Relief; 
He Healed the Sick, and the Lame and 
the Blind, and caſt Devils Out of thoſe 
who were poſſeſſed by them. 


Ilge might, if he had pleaſed, have 
made choice of Miracles that ſhould 
have more aſtoniſhed the World, than 
moſt of theſe did, and perhaps have 
_ Raiſed himſelf more Eſteem and more 
Followers for the preſent. 


But his Buſineſs was not only t 
confirm the Truth of what he Preach- 
ed by his Miracles, for which thoſe 
were "uſicierin{s but alſo to give a great 
Example of doing good to allſucceeding 

Gene- 
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Generations, | and to ſhew us- that that 


is the beſt Life which is moſt uſeful, and 
does moſt good in the Worid. Nat that 
Chriſtians ſhould. ſo far lay out their 
Thoughis in doing good to others, as 


in the mean time to forget themſelves; 


no, it is very neceſſary alſo to retire 
frequently for Prayer and Contempla- 
tion, that we may recollect our ſelves, 
and prevent the diſſipation of our 
Thoughts, that we may Falle our Souls, 
and keep up a Heavenly Frame and 


Temper of Spirit; that we may renew 


our Zeal, and reſerve t the Sincerity of 
our Intentions, and procure. the Bleſ- 
ſing of God upon what we are doing; 
In a word, as a Life of Contemplation 
without exerting our ſelves to do good 
in our Stations, tends frequentiy to 
- Idleneſfs,: and vain amuſement of our 
| Thoughts, and is in it ſelf an unchari- 


table neglect of our Brethren: So on 


the other fide, a Life of Action without 
_ ſeaſons for Recollection and 
rayer and Meditation, is a great ne- 
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(10) 
gle& of our ſelves, while we preten 
Charitably to look after other People, 
and ends often in Hypocriſy and pri- 
vate Deſigns. The true Chriſtian Life 
therefore ſhould be a mixtureof both, 
as the Life of our Blefled Saviour was, 
but with this difference, that his de- 
fire of doing Good while he was in 
the World ſeems to be the moſt Con- 
{picuous Character in it. 


3. The next thing that I would ob- 
ſerve of our Bleſſed Saviour, is that he 
was not diſcouraged from doing good, 
notwithſtanding all the Oppoſition and 
Evil Surmiſes and Cenſures he met 
with. He wen about doing good, 
tho' they put an ill Conſtruftion upon 
every thing he did; if he caſt out De- 
vils, they ſaid it was by Belzebub the 
prince of the Devils, if he Converſed 
freely with Men in order to reclaim 
them, they ſaid he was a: Friend 4 
Publicans and Sinners. When he « 
rhe Sick, and the Blind, inſtead of 
owning 


to carry on thoſe good Deſigns, for 


(nn) 
owning the Hand of God in it, 
— £= for breaking of the Sabbath. 
day. But notwithſtanding all this yet 
he ſtill perſiſted: And when Jeraſalen: 
remained Obſtinate after all he had 
done, he only pi 


28 and Weeps o- 
ver it, O that thou hadſt known in this 


but now they are hid from thine eyes. 


To conclude all in one Word, as 
he was contented to do good not- 
wi ing all the Ingratitude and 


laſt lay down hisLife in the ſame Cauſe. 


All this he underwent to do us good, 


and therefore I hope we ſhall not 
grudge alittle of our pains and charge 


which he did and ſuffered ſo much. 


thoſe Ways or Inſtances, wherein more 


eſpecially we ought to do good to o- 


thers, and whereby we may beſt _ 
— 


thy day the things that belong to thy peace, 


evil returns he met with, ſo he did at 


I ſhall now take notice of ſome of 
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A 
the Deſign; of our preſent meeting to- 


gether. 40 


1. We ought, as Providence puts it 
in our Power, to do what good we 
can to the Souls of Men; and as this 
is really the greateſt good we can do 
them; ſo there is no Man but may one 
way or other be ſerviceable in this re- 
ſpect. He to whom God has given 
Riches, or Honour, or Power, or 


- 
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Learning, may by theſe Advantages 
well improved, have a much larger 


| Influence in doing good to Men's Souls 


than others can have, and that is the 
beſt uſe he can make of thoſe Conveni- 
ences; but there is not the pooreſt 


Man living but may under God's Grace 


do ſomewhat that way, he may give 
a good Example, he may pray for the 
Soul of his Neighbour, and talk tho 
homely, yet ſo heartily and experi- 
mentaly about the things of another 


World, as to convert his Brother from 


44 the 


oo CEE. 
greateſt Charity for him. 


It's true that the Souls of Men are 
the ſpeeial Province of thoſe who are 
peculiarly ſet apart for that purpoſe, 
and they ought above all Men to make 
the good of Souls their buſineſs who 
have ſuch a charge committed to them. = 
but the Deſign of God in ſetting Men A 
apart for this Work was only abundant | 
caution, that what is ſo precious in 
his fight might not periſh for want of 
care, not to-excuſe,Men either from 
looking after their own Souls or doing 
what they can for the good of others, 
And indeed if doing good be our Duty,” 
what grearer can we do than by being 

any way Inſtrumental toward the Sal- 
vation of Souls? If Charity be our 
duty, as certainly it is, what greater Oha- 
rity can we do to any Man than this; 
to do what we can to make God his 
Friend, to put him in the way to Hea- 
ven, and prevent all thoſe Evils that 
HL | Sin 


al 
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Sin would bring upon him? This is 
certainly the 
greateſt , as much greater than 
any Worldly Good, as Eternity is 
more conſiderable than this ſhort Life, 
and as much as Heaven or Hell are of 
reater concern than any condition 
here. 


This I have the rather inſiſted upon, 
+ becauſe it's what many that yet have 
{ome ſenſe of doing good, are apt to 
paſs over as what does not belong to 
them, but to thoſe whoſe more pecu- 


liar buſineſs it is. 


But certainly ſo 

belong to every body to whom Provi- 

. dence gives an opportunity of helpin 
it on, as he has done it more or le 
to all Mankind. | | 


It is not every Bodies buſineſs pub- 
lickly to Preach the Goſpel, but tis 
his buſineſs who has Children to breed 


Charity, and the 


2 Work muſt 
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them 
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ES x 15 5 
them up in the Nurture and Fear df 
the ord; to try to make them good 
betimes, to Pray for them, to inſtill 
good Principles into them, and as 
much as he can to provide for = 
men as well = Theit Bagh.” 11 

2. It is his Buſineſs Net Dary mas 
* Servants to ſee that they ſerve 
God as well as him, to reſtrain them 
from Wickedneſs, and incourage them 
in doing Good, and to reſolve with 
Joſbua that not only himſelf, bt his 
Hauſe all that 1 to n 50 12 517 

To Lor d. | ; A 


wy It is the _ of pin this » 
dia tree or to-whom God has giv- 
en Power and Authority and Reputa- 
tion in the World, to make uſe f 
thoſe advantages to reſtrain the Wix - 
edneſs of Men, to prevent Publick 
Scandal, and to Incourage thoſe that do 
well. Tis certainly the Duty of ſuch 
* — cannot prevent all 
| 5 Vice, 
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edneſs, ſban't openly. and pablickly * 


brave it, that it ſhan't grow impudent 
and bare faced, and run down Piety 
and Religion. In ſhort, tis the Duty 
of thoſe in Power and Authority to 
ſtand up for the Cauſe of God who 
gave them that Power, to be Men of 
Piety and Religion themſelves, and to 
do what they can phat other Na 


4. = tis the Duty of a Friend 
to do hat good he can to him whom 
he Loves, and therefore certainly to 
endeavour to ſave his Soul by all the 


greateſt ſign of hatred he could ſhow, 
and , accordingly God himſelf looks 
upon it as —— Hh Thou (halt. by no 
means hate. thy 3th ble thou ſhall not 


| Vice, yet howevet to ſee. that wick» | 


x 


methods which he thinks may work . 
upon him; the contrary would be the 


ſuſfer ſn upon him and indeed, What 


could we do more if we did hate him 
than quieily to let * undo himſelf, 


0 


if 


oh oy... 179 ” 
i we can probably judge it in our Powe 
er to prevent it ? there is but one ſteps 
of Malice further, and that is to Joyn 
with him, and incolgrage him in it; 
which yet, God knows, is the work 
but of too many profeſſed Friends: 


J. Laſtly, Tis methinks the Work 
of common Humanity, if we'do be: 
lieve there is another World, and that 
Men muſt be Happy or Miſerable there 
for ever according as they live here, 
to indea vour as much as in us lyes to 
bring them to that happy State, and to 
Rkeepthem out of that place of Torment. 


Sin has ſo many Evils of all forts © 
attending it, that mere pity ſhould 
make us do what in us lies to free 
fte World from it. And a great dea! 

of this might be done without ſet- 
ting up for the Office of Miniſters, 
wonld Men, as I have ſhewed before, 
do the Duty of good Fathers and 
good Maſters, of good Magiſtrates, and 
N | B 2 good 
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good Friends, of good Men, and good 


* Neighbours. 
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I (hall add onlytheſe Two Conſiders 
tions on this Head, and then proceed; 


iſt, That Wicked Men are, I won't 
{ay lo ZeAlous, but ſo Buſie and Active 
in promoting Wickedneſs in the World, 
min procuring Companions in Sin, and 
in making Lewdne(s and Debauchery 
eaſy to Mens Conſciences ; that the 
World will be. in great danger of be- 
ing over- run by it, if thoſe that are 

good won't in ſome proportion indea- 
vour to ſtop the Torrent; and take ſome 


pains to reclaim, as well as others to cor- 
rupt and debauch thoſe about them. And 


certainly this is one of all the cauſes in 
the World that Men need not, and 
ſhould not be baſhful in; for it is to 
be aſhamed of doing the beſt Work 


they can do, it is to be gſhamed of 


the Cauſe of God, and of Meir Religi- 


on, for tis Piety, and Vertue, and 


= 


W 

the Fear of God, that are out Religiog 
more than any particular Opinions, 

and he that's aſhamed or afraid to Pro- 

fels and Practice thoſe himſelf, or te 

Promote them in others, is truly a- 

| fhamed of Chriſt and his Word; of 
Which 1 ſhall ' ſay nothing but the 
1 Words of our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf, - 
Whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of me and off, 
my Word in this Adulterous and Sinful : AM 
Generation, of him ſpall the Son of Man 
be aſhamed when he comes in his Glory 


before his Father and the Holy Angels. 
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r 1 Wo, {4 
']|  — 2dly. The ad. Confiderationl would * 
propoſe is this, that many of us here- - 
tofore may have been too inſtrumen- 
tal in the Devil's Service, and contribu- 
ted towards the Corruption of the 
World, and the loG of Souls, by our. ff 
Influence or Authority, or evil Exam- 
ple; and therefore, as God expects 
we ſhould make reparation for Wrong 
done according to our Power; it Jies 
upon us to undo this as much as we 
2 3 can; 


19 
$4 


- 


| ( 20 ) 
can; eſpecially to indeavour to bring 
over Ae Perſons we may have been 
the means of Corrupting; but if that 
be now out of our Power either by 
reaſon of diſtance of place, or diverſi- 
ty of condition, Or uſe they are 
already entered upon their unchange- 
able State, or ſo heardened in Sin that 
we cannot do any good upon them; 
yet however (till Reparation is to be 
made to the World for the Miſchief 
and Diſorder that may have been cauſ- 
ed by this means, and eſpecially to our 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt for the women we 
his Kingdom, and the loſs of thoſe 
Souls he Died to fave. 


This is a Conſideration ſhould make 
Men have a care how they give an ill 
Example, or tempt others to Sin; be- 
. cauſe they may by it do great deal of 
miſchief they may never be able to 
repair again, which will make their Re- 
pentance much more ſevere, and will 
[ye very heavy upon their Conſcien- 


} 


| may call doing good to the Publick, 


to themſelves, to indeavour by a great 


Men. The next that I ſhall mention 


to — by baſe ſelf · Intereſt an es 


(2+) | 
ces when they.come to have a true . 
* Things. 1 | | 


But cleciatly, it it ſhould move thoſe 0 _ 
who heretofore have been ſo unhappy, . 
but are no by the Mercy of God come 


Zeal in doing good, to make amends ' 
for the Evil and Miſchief they my 
have been the cauſes f. 


Thos I have done with- the fl . 
of doing good, that to the Souls ot 


is of a mixed Nature; but which we 
of Which I ſhall name ſome Inkances. 


1. The fit 3 15 faithfully to diſcharge 
any Office or Truſt, our Prince or 


Country ſhall repoſein us; Not neglect- 
our Charge through Idleneſs or 


ing 
Careleſſneſs; Not ſuffering our ſelves. . 


the love of Gain; Or terriſied fr 
n B 4 ſted- 


4 
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ſteddily doing our Duty for fear of 
the Frowns of great Men, or popular 
Clamour; or Miſrepreſentations; or 
letting our ſelves be led aſide by a Par- 
ty to. ſerve the Intereſt of a Faction in- 
ſtead of that of our Country, or any 
thing elſe of that kind; But ſteddily 
acting in all our Stations as an Honeſt 
Conſcientious Man ſhould do, making 
it our great Care how we ſhall belt 
manage and do moſt Service in the 
place we are in. Which would Men 
enerally do, the Publick muſt needs 
e happy. But however the part e- 
very Man has to Act towards making 
it happy, is to manage well that Truſt 
he is Imployed in whether great or lit- 
tle; and he that neglects or abuſes that 
does his part to undo it. And it does 
not much matter whether this be done 
by Corruption or by Idleneſs; for the 
harm is the ſame, and the Truſt is e- 
qually neglected; and to neglect a 
Charge committed to us is Knavery 
and Treachery, let the Principle be 
what 


C9} 7 
what jt will it's done upon. Not on- 
ly a Corrupted, but an Idle, Careleſs 
Officer, or Magiſtrate, or Miniſter is 
as much a Knave, and, if well Conſi- 
dered, Acts as diſhonourably and baſe- 
ly as he that Cheats his Neighbour, 

' for indeed he cheats the Publick, or 
his Prince that imploys him, takes the 
Honour or the Profit without paying 
the true price of it; which is careful- 
ly doing the Duty annexed to it. 


2. There is another way of doing 
good, tho differing from the. former, 
yet of near affinity with it, and that 
is by Faithfully and Conſcientiouſly 

diſcharging any Honoraſh Truſt and 
Confidence repoſed in us. For Inſtance, a 
Man is intruſted by Law to provide for 
' ſuch or ſuch Places, or has a Vote in the 
Choice of ſuch or ſuch Magiſtrates, or has. 
his Princes Ear, or the favour of great 
Men, by which he has the Opportuni- 
ty of recommending Men to the Ser- 
vice of the PuMick ; ſuch a Perſon 


F | may 


(24 ) 
may by Conſcientiouſſy diſcharging 
ſuch Truſts as theſe do a great deal of 
good, and this is what Juſtice and 
Honour and Honeſty require from him. 
And to abuſe ſuch a Truſt as this b 
commending unworthy Perſons, ſu 
as are not like to do good in their Pla- 
ces, or ſerve for the Honour and Ad- 
vantage of thoſe that employ them, is 
Baſeneſs and Perfidiouſneſs. If it be 
done for the love of Money, this is 
downright to fell the Publick, or his 
Prince that intraſts him; if it be to 
ſerve a Friend, or to return a Kind- 
neſs, which are ſomewhat more plau- 
fible Cauſes ; yet however this is (till 
to prefer our Friend before the Service 
of our Country, and the Sacredneſs of 
a Truſt repoſed in us; tis for the ſake 
of one Friend to betray another, who 
for that very reaſon becauſe he truſt- 
ed us, did not deſerve to be ſo ſerv- 
ed. In ſhort, to return a Kindneſs by 
_ advancing an unworthy Perſon is to 
pay our own Debts at the expence of 
| tha; 


( 25 ) ; 
the Publick; and to prefer an Un- 
deſerving Friend to a Charge be- 
fore a Perſon that may do the 
Publick Service, is to abuſe the Ve- 
nerable Name of Friendſhip, to make 
it a Bond of Iniquity, and a pernicious 
thing to the World; for ſuch Friend- 
ſhips are only ſo many Conſpiracies a- 
gainſt the good of Mankind, 


To Conclude this Head, As the Good 


and Happineſs of a People depends up- 
on the Care and Honeſty,and Fitneſs of 


thoſe employed in Places of Truſt of 


all ſorts, ſo whether theſe ſhall be Fit 
and Honeſt, depends upon thoſe who 
are to provide and nominate; and 
therefore we cannot any way do more 
good to the Publick than by being 
Conſcientious in the diſcharge of ſuch 
Honorary Truſts. | 


3. Another thing we owe to the Pub- 


lick, is not only Faithfully to diſcharge 


all Truſts or Offices we ſhall take up- 
on 
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(26) 
on us, but to be willing for the Pub- 
lick good to renounce our own eaſe and 
quiet in many Caſes, and to take fuch 
Charges upon us in which we may do 
God and the World Service, tho' it 
be againſt our own Humour and In- 
clination, and it may be advantage too. 
This is a piece of Generoſity, it muſt 
be confeſſed, not much to be' expect- 
ed from the preſent Age, which is ſunk 
ſo deep, as into moſt other Vices, fo 
eſpecially into the great one of a nar- 
row ſelfiſh Humour, and. unconcern- 
edneſs for the Publick; we reckon it 
now very fair it a Man will do ſo much 
for a gainful place as to be Faithful to 
it; and not out of Idleneſs or Corrup- 
tion betray his Truſt; and the Courſe 
of the World would go much better 
on, would the generality of Perſons 
employed do this. But certainly a Ge- 
nerous Man, and much more one that 
guides himſelf by Chriſtian Principles 
would have a regard to the Publick 
tho he don't find his own particular ac- 
count 


us 

count in it any otherwiſe than in the 

Publick Good and Safety; But eſpeci- 

ally this is Duty incumbent upon thoſe 
who enjoy the benefit of a large For- 
tune, for as they generally are by their 
Education betterQualifiedto ſerve their 
Country, and have more leiſure for 
it than thoſe who muſt ſpend their 
time in ſome Calling in Order'to pro- 
vide for their Families, fo their Ob- 
ligations to their Country are greater, 
becauſe they receive more from it; 
They enjoy greater Plenty, and more 
Honour than others under the Pub- 
lick Protection, and therefore ought 
in Gratitude to repay it by a greater 
degree of their Care and Concern to 
do it Service. ms 


4. The laſt way T ſhall mention of 
doing good to the Publick is, that tho 
we have no Hand in Publick Offices or 
Affairs our ſelves, yet we ſhould do 
what we can in our Private Capacity 
to incourage thoſe who are Zealous to 

| put 
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put Laws in Execution for the Publick 
Good; eſpecially for the ſuppreſſing 
of Prophanenęſs and Immorality,as be- 
ing one of the beſt Services they can 
do, both for the Church and the King- 
dom ; Our Duty with reſpect to ſuch 
Perſons is to Honour and Eſteem them, 
to give them the Praiſe that is due to 
ſuch worthy Deſigns; To put the beſt 
Conſtruction upon their Actions, 
and by doing what we can to make 
the thing Honourable to incourage 0- 
thers to the ſame Zeal. 


It has been 2 great Diſcouragement 
to ſuch good Deſignes, that if Men 
are active to put Laws in Execution 
they muſt provoke a great many whoſe 
Intereſt, or whoſe Appetites are to be 
controuled and reſtrained, and ſuch as 
theſe will be Clamorous and Noiſy, and 
they will always find ſome to Coun- 
tenance them who affe&s the Reputa- 
tion of being Wiſe by doing nothing, 
and by neither giving themſelves nor 

= any 
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any Body elſe any trouble. And there- 
fore on the. other ſide all that wiſh 


well to ſo good a Work ſhould ſtand 


up in their Defence, and give them 
their due Praiſe, and make this, which 


1s indeed the Cauſe of God, Hooray 


ble in the World. 


It is indeed the Duty of good 
Chriſtians to be Zealous, in the Service 
of God whatever Treatment they 
* with, to go through evil Report 

oo Report themſelves, ſo they 

Ky bring Honour to God; and I 

on not but there are a great ma- 


ny who would do, it, and cheerfully 


too. But I am ſure it is not for the 
Honour of God, or the Good. of the 
World that they ſhould be put u 
this Trial. No, to refpe& ſuch Per- 
ſons is what the good. cauſe they are 
ingaged in requires from us, and what 


we ought in Gratitude to pay thoſe 


who are the Inſtruments ws doing good 
to the World, b 
£ 


o 


j 
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I would now in the laſt place ad- 
dreſs my ſelf to thoſe worthy Perſons 
ho are more particularly concerned 

in the occaſion of our preſent meetin 
together, Whether Magiſtrates, or As- 
ſiſtants to thoſe good Deſigns by their 
Advice and Contributions, or laſtly . 
thoſe who by their Pains and Trouble 
in giving Informations inable the Ma- 
giſtrates more effectually to do their 
Duty. | | 4 


Your good Deſigns and the good 
Effects of them are now ſo. manifeſt 
that I need not give any particular ac- 
count of them; and much leſs need 
to ſay any thing in their defence; 
what you have already done, and what 
you are ſtill doing does not require 
an Apology, but the Praiſe and Thank- 
fulneſs of all good Men, of all thoſe 

that wiſh well either to Religion, or 
their Country; which 1 hope yon 

have, and their Prayers too, that God . 
would 


* 
* 


0 


6 


would increaſe your Numbers, and 
ſtrengthen your Hands, and give 
Bleffing to your Endeavours. - 


I have all along hinted at many 
Arguments which may incourage you 
not to be weary in well doing, and there- 
fore ſhall now only propoſe theſe two 
Things more to your Conf deration , 
and fo conclude. 


1. The firſt is this, That tho' the 
Work, in which you are engaged, be 
in it ſelf a Work of Juſtice, yet it 1s 
alſo a Work. of the greateſt Charity, 
It 1s great Charity to the Souls o 
Men, to their Bodies, to their Families, 
and to all that belong to them, all 
av hich are great Sufferers by Vice and 
Immorality. It is frequently a great 

arity and Kindneſs to the Offenders 
, themfelves, who may be amended, or 
at leaft reſtrained by the Correction of 
the Law: but it is always a Charity 


to our Country to prevent Diſorders in 
C it, 
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it, and to many particular Perſons 
who may be kept within Bounds by 


the Example of the Puniſhment of o- 
thers. 


It is true indeed that Human Laws 
and Puniſhments are not proper means 
to Convert Souls, and to make Men 
ſincerely Good; that requires a higher 
Principle, and other forts of Motives : 
but it may be a Charity to Men to be 
reſtrained, tho' they are not quite con- 
verted; it is ſomething, to have fewer 
Sins to anſwer for in theother World : 
but befides, we find that the greateſt 
part of People are corrupted by hav- 
ing Temptations laid open and eaſy 
before them, and are by this means 
brought to many Sins which other- 
wiſe they would not have thought of, 
or at leaſt not have attempted; of 
which we have a fad Example in and 
about this great City, where, by rea- 
© fon of the Multitudes of People, op- 
portunities of moſt Vices are _ 

an 
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and Perſons may more eaſily conceal 
their Sin and their Shame than they 


can in other places, and therefore do 


frequently in confidence of this venture 
upon Sins which without this Temp- 
tation they durſt not, and would not 
have attempted. Let us add to this, that 
when once a Man has loſt his Inno- 
cence, and corrupted his Conſcience, 
no Body can tell where he will ſtop; 
it may be not till he has undone Body, 
and Soul, and Family, and Eſtate, and 
all that belongs to him; all which might 
have been prevented by removing the 
firſt Temptation out of his way. 


| To Conclude this Head; As a pru- 
dent reſtraint may preſerve a Man's In- 
*nocence, and prevent his Corruption, 
ſo it may bring him to Conſideration 
afterwards, and by that be the begin- 

ning of a fincere Converſion. When 
2 Perſon finds his way hedg'd up with 
Briars and Thorns, it may make him 


think of returning, and be more rea-, 
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dy to hearken to the Monitions of his 
Conſcience, and the good Advice of 
Friends or Miniſters, and we have fre- 
quent Inſtances of the Converſions of 
Men which have had their beginning 
upon this Bottom; and therefore the 
removing Temptations, and the mak- 
ing Vice difficult and uneaſy by the ex- 
ecution ofthe Laws againſt it, is upon 
all accounts a great Charity. 


2. The other Argument I would 
make ule of to encourage your Zeal 
is this, That the engaging the Autho- 
rity of the Law, and the Power ofthe 
Magiſtrates againſt Immorality and 
Prophanneſs, is the moſt likely Method 
to prevent the Judgments of God, 
which they may otherwiſe bring 
down upon our Church and Nation. 
It is the Opinion of ſome great Di- 
vines, that the Method of God's deal- 
ing with Nations and Societies of Men 
is different from that of his dealing 
| with pagticular Perſons. As for particu- 


lar 


1 95 
lar Perſons, they have immortal Souls, 
and are capable of great Happineſs or 
Miſery in another State; and God has 
told us, that he intends there to Judge + 
them, and to aſſign them their Portion 
according as they have behaved them- 
ſelves here; and therefore by this he 
ſeems to be more at liberty, as to his 
Diſpenſations with them in this World, 
that he is not bound in Juſtice to pu- 
niſh them, but as it ſhall anſwer ſome 
other Wiſe Deſigns of his Providence: 
but as for Nations andSocieties of Men, 
they ſay, That as their chief End is 
Happineſs in this World, ſo they can- 
not be called to Account, be rewarded 
or puniſnhed in the other; and that 
therefore if they come to be generally 
corrupted, they have more Reaſon to 
fear an immediate Vengeance. 


So much of this Opinion is certain- 
ly true, that National Sins deſerve 
National Judgments; and unleſs God 

have ſome other wiſe Ends of his Pro- 
; | "OY vidence 
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vidence to ſerve by ſparing ſuch a Na- 
tion, will very likely bring them down 
upon it; upon which account the belt 
Service we can do our Country is to 
endeavour by a general Reformation to 
appeaſe the Wrath of God: but if that 
cannot be done, however to turn the 
Edge of the Law, and the Authority 
of the Nation againſt Sin and Wicked- 
neſs, which if we do, we have Reaſon 
to hope, that tho the Offenders. may 
be many, yet that God will not look 
upon the Wickedneſs to be Natjonal, 
nor Puniſh the whole for it, but let e- 
very Man bear his own Burthen, and 


the Guilt follow only the particular 
Offenders. 


We have in the Hiſtory of the Old 
Teſtament many Evidences of the Mer- 
cy of God, and of his unwillingneſs 
to give up a ſinful People, and what 
great regard he has in this matter to 
the Zealand Prayers, tho of a few, good 
Perſons. But I (hall at preſent con- 

tent 


(37) 
tent my ſelf to take Notice only of one 
Inſtance, as being moſt proper to the 
matter which we are ſpeaking about, 
and that is the Hiſtory of the Zeal of 
Phineas, and the good effects of it, of 


which you have a large account in the 
. 25th Chapter of Numbers. 


I would not determine how far that 
Fact of his was of an extraordinary Na- 
ture, or how far it may be imitated 
by others in like Circumſtances ; that 
being not material to our preſent Buſi- 
neſs, which requires only legal Judi- 
cial Proceedings : but that which ſeems 
to have been ſo pleaſing to God was 
his hearty Zeal to execute Judgment, 
overlooking all Difficulties and Dan- 
gers that ſtood in his way, about which 
15 me leave to obſerve theſe few 


hings. 


1. We may take notice that tho all 
the Congregation of the Children of 
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Iſrael are ſaid to be weeping before the 
Door ofthe Tabernacle, humbling them- 
{elves before God, and deprecating his 
Anger, yet their Deliverance 15 not a- 
{cribed to that, but ſolely to the Zeal of 
Phineas in executing Judgment, as you 
may ſee ver. 11. Phineas the Son of Eli- 
ezer the Son of Aaron the Prieſt hath turn- 
ed my wrath away from the Children of I- 
rael, while he was Zealous ſor my ſake a- 
mong them, that 1 conſumed not the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael in my jealouſy. It is, no doubt, 
the Duty of all good Chriſtians,to hum- 
ble themſelves before God, as for their 
own Sins, ſo alſo for thoſe of the 
Church and Country to which they 


belong, and to endeavour by their 


Prayers and Tears to ſtand in the Gap, 
and to avert his Judgments ; and I hope 
we ſhall all of us be ready to comply 
with the pious Intentions of her Ma- 
jeſty, in appointing a Day of ſolemn 
Humiliation to this End: but let us to 
our Prayers and Faſting add a Zeal and 
*ealouſy for the Honour of God. Phi- 


near 


a not Oy prayed ; ie exrented 
Judgment; and ſo the Plague ceaſadlt. 


2. The ſecond thing I would take 
notice of is, that this his Zeal not only 
ſtopped the Plague among the People, 
but did alſo procure the Bleſſing of 

SGod to himſelf, to his Family, and to 
all his Poſterity ; as you may fee verſe 
12. Wherefore ſay, Behold I give thee 
my Covenant of peace, and he ſhall have 
it, and his Seed after him, even the Cove- 
nant of an everlaſting Prieſthood, This 
looks the more remarkable, becauſe 
the particular Fact for which it was 
given, was the imbruing his Hands in 
Blood, which in it ſelf ſhould rather 
have unqualified him for theHoly Office 
of the Prieſt- hood; as we fee David 
was not permitted ſo much as to build 
a Temple, tho he would have been at 
the Charge and trouble of it, becauſe 
he had been a Man of Blood: but we 
ſee by this, what great regard God has 
EEE | ta 
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to a couragious and a holy Zeal; God 
ſaw the Purity of his intentions, the 
Sincerity of his Heart, and the fervour 
of his Affections, for the Honour of 
his God, and the ſervice of his Coun- 
try, and therefore rewarded the Action, 
which in other circumſtances had been 


unfit for him to do, with a Bleſſing * 


upon himſelf and all his Poſterity. 


3. We may take notice that the Ho- 
nour of the High- Prieſthood did for 
ſome Generations continue in his Fa- 
mily, according as God promiſed, till 
the time of Eli who was deſcended 
from Iihamar, the youngeſt Son of 
Aaron. Upon what occaſion it was 
then taken out of the Family of Phi- 
neas we do not Read, no doubt it muſt 
have been ſome great provocation 
which moved God to withdraw a Rleſ- 
ling, ſo ſolemnly promiſed. 


But that which I would chiefly take 
| | notice 


i 
notice of in this matter is this, that as 
God was pleaſed for the Zeal of Phi- 
neas, to ſettle the High-Prieſthood in 
his Family, ſo for want of Zeal in Eli he 

uickly took it away from him, and re- 
* it again to the Family of Phineas, 


|- . which enjoyed it almoſt as long as 


| D 


their Conſtitution and State laſted, Eli 
ſeems to have been Perſonally a good 
Man : but the thing that God lays to 
his charge was, that His Sons had made 
themſelves vile, and he reſtrained then 
not. 1 Sam. 3. 13. He did not effectu- 
ally make uſe of that Authority which 
God had given him, either to reform 
or puniſh them, and therefore God 
puniſhes him together with them for 
it, and deprives him and his Family 
for ever of that Honour which he 
had thus debaſed by his caſineſs to his 
Children. 7M | . 


4. The laſt thing I would obſerve is 
this, that this Zeal of Phineas, which 
Toy 


(42 ) | 
you ſee had ſuch great Effects, was 
only the Zeal of a ſingle Perſon; which 
ſhould be a great encouragement to ns, 
to do our Duty, and to be Zealous for 
God and Religion, tho' we have not 
ſo many to joyn with us, as we might 
perhaps deſire, I am afraid that a 

reat many are 'apt to be diſcouraged 

y thinking that all they can do will 
fignifie very little as to the main of 
Affairs, that if the World be wicked, it 
is like to be ſo ſkill, when they have 
done all they can, and that if God be 
angry with us for our Sins, it is not a 
ſingle Perſon, or a few that can turn 
away his Wrath; ſuch thoughts as theſe, 
I doubt, make too many lie quite (till, 
and neglect to do what otherwiſe they 
might and would do: but we ought to 
remember, that if every one ſhould 
make this excuſe for himſelf, as it 1s 
certain one may make it as well as ano- 
ther, the World would quickly be a 


{ad place, and much worſe than it is; 
and 


EE 
and on the other ſide, did none diſcon- 
rage themſelves by this; it might quick- 
ly be much better. We ought all there- 
fore chearfully to do ourDuties in our 
ſeveral Stations, and leave the event 
to God. It is not any one Soldier in 
an Army, that can, tho by the great- 
eſt Valour, do much toward the Suc- 
ceſs of a War: but if every one ſhould 
under that pretence excuſe himſelf, 
they would then all together do no- 
thing. We cannot tell how much good 
a Man may do in the World, that does 
heartily and ſeriouſly ſet about it: or 
how few People,that do with Zeal and 
Vigor fet themſelves againſt the wick- 
edneſs of the Times, and heartily inter- 
ceed with God, may turn his Wrath a- 
way from us. 


Let us all then be perſuaded, as we 
value our Religion, and our Country, 
and every thing that is dear to us, to 
endeavour to continue God our ig; 

who * 
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who has by ſo many Mercies and Deli- 
verances ſhewed us how much he is 
concern'd to do us good, and how un- 
willing he is to give us up. We can- 
not but be all ſenſible what marks of 
his Diſpleaſure we felt in the late dread- 
ful Storm, and in what a critical Po- 
ſture our Affairs now ſtand 3 and there- 
fore how much it concerns us to make 
our Peace with him, leaſt he quite give 
us up. 


To Conclude all in a Word, We have 
this further encouragement to do our 
Duty, that if God ſhould, for the ſake of 
thoſe that are good among us, think fit 
to ſpare us, yet they, who do by their ill 
Lives and Neligence their part to pro- 
voke his Wrath, ſnall have all the Guile 
of it to anſwer for in another World: 
and on the other fide there is this 
comfort for thoſe who do endeavour 
to ſtand in the Gap, that if notwith- 
ſtanding all they can do yet , 
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does ſtill ſo abound, chin God ſhall 

think fit to give us up, their labour 
"ſhall not be loſt; God will either ſave 
them from the common Calamity; or 
bleſs them under it, or, which will be 
better than all, by it bring them to 
Heaven. Fm 
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